Changes to the Romiley Primary School and Marple Hall School admissions criteria for
September 2027 onwards

The admissions over-subscription policies of both schools were consulted upon between 27-10-
2025 and 7-12-2025. The process was managed by Stockport Local Authority, and all responses
were duly shared with the Helix Academies Trust.

The proposed changes
Romiley Primary School
To add a new oversubscription criteria as follows:

C. Children of staff who have been employed at the school for a minimum of two years or are
offering a shortage subject/area

Marple Hall School
To amend and/or add new oversubscription criteria as follows:

(Add): C. Children who are attending Romiley Primary School at the closing date for secondary
school applications

(Amend by moving up the priority list): D. Children of staff who have been employed at the school
for a minimum of two years or are offering a shortage subject/area

(Amend by adding to the definition of ‘highly exceptional medical/social reason’): B. for example,
having to travel more than the statutory walking distance (3 miles) to the next nearest Stockport
high school..

The decisions made

The Trustees (including the CEO of the Trust, J Barker) and Chairs of both the Romiley Primary and
Marple Hall governing bodies (Academy committees) met on 4" February 2026 to discuss the
response to the public consultation. Trustees only were asked to vote on decisions regarding the
four proposed changes listed above. For the purposes of clarity, the decision-making group will
be referred to as the ‘Trustees’ for the remainder of this document.

After a detailed discussion all four changes were approved to come into effect from September
2027.

Rationale for the decisions made

Trustees gave careful consideration to all the comments submitted as part of the consultation
and appreciate the weight of feeling shared by some members of the community. The concerns
were discussed in detail, balancing the needs of the community and the schools themselves.

Children of Staff:

The decision to include or enhance the priority of the children of staff was taken with a clear
business case in mind. Recruitment to schools is becoming increasingly challenging across a



range of roles, and itis essential that Helix Academies Trust schools are able to recruit high quality
members of staff. In addition, historic data show that the number of children gaining entry to
school through this route is very small, with a limited impact on the overall intake.

Children attending Romiley Primary School seeking a place at MHS

The trustees and Governors spent a significant amount of time discussing this proposal, as it
attracted by far the largest number of responses to the consultation.

One important feature of many responses was an apparent misunderstanding regarding the
catchment area of MHS. A significant number of responders believed that Romiley Primary
School is currently outside of the MHS catchment area, and that the proposed changes would
lead to up to 60 children being prioritised for places over those at other primary schools who live
nearer to Marple Hall. This is not the case, as Romiley Primary School is already in the MHS
catchment, and the majority of children who apply for places at MHS live nearer to MHS than
other applicants and would obtain a place anyway regardless of this change. The proposed
change will therefore impact a much smaller number of children than respondents perhaps
realise.

In addition, population data show that school pupil numbers are falling over time. So, whilst there
may be an impact of the proposed change on some families between 2027 and 2029, and this
was recognised by the Trustees, the impact will be minimal in the longer term. Marple Hall School
is a community focussed school and as such has, for the past few years, agreed to temporarily
increase admission numbers by 10% (30 places) to help the Authority meet demand for places.
School leaders are willing to extend this offer beyond the period initially agreed with the Local
Authority to further minimise the impact of the proposed admission arrangement changes.

The Trustees were clear on the reasons why this change has been proposed. Helix Academies
Trust is a new trust with an ambition to create a great education for local children. The clear
intention is to build a coherent and consistent educational experience from reception through to
Year 11. Steps to enable this have already started. To fully achieve our goal, itis essential that the
parents of pupils at Romiley Primary School have confidence that their child will attend MHS
should they wish them to, hence the reason for this change.

Finally, when discussing this issue, Trustees were clear that making this change for children of
Romiley Primary School does not automatically mean that any future schools joining the trust will
automatically be offered the same provision, especially if outside the MHS catchment. Should
one or more primary schools within the catchment join the trust then a decision on future
admissions to MHS will be made on an individual basis.

Highly exceptional reasons:

The decision to amend the definition of what may constitute a ‘highly exceptional medical/social
reason’ was made in conjunction with the Local Authority in order to recognise the situation of
some families in Stockport for who accessing any Stockport secondary school other than Marple
Hall school s particularly difficult. Trustees recognise this difficulty and were therefore willing to
make the amendment. The Local Authority alone will make determinations on whether an
application for a highly exceptional reason is successful.

J Barker, March 2026



