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In 2026, our theme is ‘Read for Good’. This year, not only do 
we want to encourage MHS students to read for pleasure, but 
we’d also like them to read for charity! 

The research states that children who read for fun in their 
spare time are more likely to lead happy, fulfilled lives.

Regular reading at home is essential in developing vocabulary, 
comprehension, and critical thinking skills. It also supports 
writing ability and overall academic confidence. Even just 10 
minutes of reading each day can make a huge difference.

For the ‘Read for Good’ Readathon, students can choose 
whatever they want to read - from comics to classics and 
audiobooks to blogs - they are not being assessed, it’s all about 
reading for fun! Hopefully, they will be even more motivated to 
read because the money they raise in sponsorship helps to 
provide a regular supply of brand-new books and a resident 
storyteller to every major children’s hospital in the UK. Our 
school will also receive free books worth 20% of our grand 
sponsorship total!
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Maisy’s Story

Maisy has been in and out of hospital since 
she was diagnosed with a childhood renal 
cancer known as Wilms Tumour a year ago. 
The treatment has been tough for Maisy and 
her family, but Read for Good’s books and 
stories have helped them get through this 
very difficult time.

Lisa remembers the first time Maisy met 
one of our storytellers: “When Read for Good 
storyteller, Wilf visited the hospital he 
immediately put Maisy at ease with his huge 
smile and friendly nature. He helped Maisy with 
some suggestions. He took his time and he 
clearly loved delivering joy with all the amazing 
books!  His knowledge of the books certainly 
helped. He was full of fun and made Maisy 
laugh; she said he made her happy and she 
loved choosing a book to keep.”           

Wilf Merttens is one of the team of 11 storytellers who work in 30 hospitals 
across the UK helping to distract and delight thousands of children like Maisy 
every year. Wilf says “When I arrived on the Oncology Ward, I was struck by the 
pure joy and imagination of Maisy. Kids like Maisy are having a very tough time and it 
continually astonishes me that somehow they don’t lose the ability to play, to be joyful 
or to share that joy with others. That’s why Read for Good’s work is so important – 
helping to facilitate play, imagination and stories at a time when these things are 
more important than ever. We can all learn a lot from kids like Maisy.”



World Book Day Events at MHS

Along with the World Book Day assembly, students will engage with 
other World Book Day activities in lessons! In addition, we also have a 
range of competitions to enter. The deadline for all entries is Friday 20th 
March. 

Competitions!

MYSTERY READERS @ MHS 2026
Can you identify the mystery staff readers 
behind their books?

Identify all 10 staff correctly to be entered into 
a prize draw for a £10 voucher!

You can enter here: MYSTERY READERS! 

THE WORLD BOOK DAY BIG 
BONANZA QUIZ 2026
Answer all 20 questions correctly to be 
entered into a prize draw for a £10 
voucher!
You can enter here: BONANZA QUIZ! 

The World Book Day: Film Quiz!
Answer all 10 questions correctly to be 
entered into a prize draw for a £10 
voucher!

You can enter here: FILM QUIZ ! 
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YOU ARE A READER

https://forms.microsoft.com/e/LbSK7fdRXp
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/LbSK7fdRXp
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/3b8Z6cMVfU
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/6vkZ8md5Aa
https://forms.microsoft.com/e/6vkZ8md5Aa


Competitions!

Bookmark Competition!
1st Prize £20, 2nd Prize £15 and 3rd Prize £10. Design 
a bookmark for MHS! The winning bookmark will 
also be printed out and will be available in The Hub 
for students to use. Bookmarks to be submitted to 
Miss Shakeshaft in 209. Check out some of the 
entries from previous years! >>>
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A national movement to get everyone reading
The National Year of Reading 2026 is a UK-wide campaign designed to help more 

people rediscover the joy of reading.
https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/families/ 

Full screen preview

https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/families/
https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/families/
https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/families/
https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/families/
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16 BEFORE 16
Reading Challenge

‘16 before 16′ is our reading challenge for all students in school (KS3-KS4). It runs 

until the end of Year 11 or until you have read your 16 books. 

You have a list of 20 books specially selected by our English Department as the ‘must 

read’ texts for young people. Choose 16 of these 20 and read them before you finish 

your studies at MHS. 

If you would like to participate in this competition, 

then complete the passbook! The passbook is designed 

to allow you to complete a short review of each book 

and also to enable you to add your guardian’s signature 

to verify that you have completed the book. Spirit 

Points will be awarded after each book has been read. 

A £25 voucher, badge and certificate will be issued 

when the competition has been completed and 16 

pages of the passbook have been filled. 

You can pick up a passbook from Ms Goodall in The 

Hub. 
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Not sure what to read, but love a particular subject? 

Why not try one of our subject-specific reading 

recommendations! 

All of the recommendations can be borrowed from 

The Hub.

A list of all of the book recommendations can be 

found on the school website:

THE-ULTIMATE-SCHOOL-READING-LIST-1.pdf 

The Ultimate School Reading List: 

Must-Read Books Across the Curriculum 

Why settle for one good book when you can 

discover a whole world?

Inside this booklet you’ll find 12 brilliant first 
books — each one the beginning of a series that 
will keep you turning pages, exploring new 
adventures, and meeting unforgettable characters 
for months to come. Pick your first great book… 
and enjoy many more waiting for you next!

All books are available to borrow from The Hub!

HOOKED-FROM-BOOK-ONE-Recommended-first-
great-books-in-a-series-1.pdf 
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Book Tokens this year are both paper and digital. The £1 book tokens can be swapped for one 
of the exclusive, new and completely FREE WBD books available from participating 
booksellers or used to get £1 off any full price book or audiobook instead. Please note that the 
token cannot be redeemed online. The tokens will be valid until Sunday 15th March 2026. Full 
terms and conditions are here. 
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Please consider 
supporting local 
bookshops such as 
Serenity Booksellers - an 
independent book shop 
based in Romiley.

https://www.worldbookday.com/terms-conditions/
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